THETIMEHASCOMETO

DEFUND THE POLICE.

FEDERAL

DIVEST RESOURCES AWAY FROM POLICING

Reallocate funds currently being used to fund various law enforcement and incarceration efforts
to initiatives that ensure the survival of Black people. These funds are distributed to states and
cities around the country, and equal billions of dollars, including:

o Justice Assistance Grants (JAG), which totalled 274.9 million dollars in 2016.!

o Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS Office), which has approximately $400
million in funding available for 2020.2

o Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) Grants, which totaled over $3.4 billion dollars in 2018.3

We call for these resources to be reallocated. Instead of funneling resources into a criminal

legal system created which harms and kills Black people, we call for these resources to be used
to create safe and healthy Black communities.

FREE ‘EM ALL

1 https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/jagp16.pdf
2https://cops.usdoj.gov/chp#:~:text=The%20COPS%20Hiring%20Program%20(CHP,available%20for%20
FY%202020%20CHP.

3https://www.ovc.gov/about/victimsfund.html#:~:text=1n%20FY%202018%2C%20more%20than,programs'
9%2034%2Dyear%20history.

Developed by the Center for Advancing Innovative Policy in defense of Black lives

For more information contact press@M4BL.org
Twitter: @mvmnt4blklives | Instagram: @mvmnt4blklives


mailto:press@M4BL.org
http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/jagp16.pdf
http://www.ovc.gov/about/victimsfund.html#%3A~%3Atext%3DIn%20FY%202018%2C%20more%20than%2Cprograms%27

Itis undeniable that incarceration is a public health problem. Over 2 million people are in cages
today in the United States. Most of them do not have access to adequate healthcare and are
incredibly vulnerable to this epidemic. In this moment, we must get our people out of cages and
ensure they have what they need to be healthy and free.

Reducethe number of people whoareincarceratedtoreduce the spreadandimpact of
COVID-19:

Use pardon power to commute the sentences of anyone who has a heightened
vulnerability to COVID-19, including the elderly, pregnant women, people with illnesses,
and people with otherwise compromised immune systems.

Commute the sentences of people aged 50 and older who have served atleast |0 years
in custody.

Commute the sentences of people with determinate or indeterminate sentences who
have served at least half of their sentence and/or who have a maximum
expiration/conditional release date within the next two years, regardless of medical
history.

Expedite review of medical paroleapplicationsandurge the parole board to grantevery
eligible application.

Halt all new sentences. Halt all new arrests for minor offenses (traffic fines, etc.)
Release all people held on probation and probation technical violations.

Suspend all immigration arrests, including at-large arrests and mass workplace raids.
Release all detained individuals (in jails and detention centers) on their own
recognizance, minimizing the use of bond, and prioritizing the release of high-risk
populations, including but not limited to individuals who are pregnant, disabled, elderly,
or living with chronic illness.

Guarantee safe conditions and ensure that transparent plans are in place to address crisis:

Create and publically share transparent COVID-19 plans for every facility, including public
updates aboutinfection rates and spread including disclosinghow many COVID- | 9 tests
and respirators have been allocated to correction agencies.

Require that protective equipment and items be distributed in correctional facilities
initially to people who exhibit flu-like symptoms and care workers; require corrections to
increase inventory of face masks to distribute eventually to all incarcerated people in its
custody.
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o Make available personal hygiene, cleaning, and sanitation supplies free of charge to
anyone that remains incarcerated. Hand sanitizer, bleach, and other essential
preventative products must be permitted and should not be considered “contraband.”

o Publicly disclose to family and affected parties where persons are being imprisoned and
conditions of incarceration.

e Distribute information in accessible formats on COVID-19 and provide daily updates.

Ensure safety and access to people currently incarcerated:

e Putanendtoforcedlaborin prisons and institute a living wage and hazard pay for
incarcerated workers.

o If visits are temporarily halted, ensure physical visits resume once the health crisis is
contained.

e Ensure access to phone calls and video “visitation” and expand for all incarcerated
people right now and moving forward. This access should be provided free of charge.

o Access to free commissionary prior to the event of a lockdown.

o Ban the use of solitary confinement even as a means for quarantine. Any quarantine
should be medical and take place in a hospital.

o Ban the use of chemical agents, pepper spray, and any other device that can create or
exacerbate breathing conditions.

e Waive all transaction fees and end delay period for people receiving money and
messages.

Ensure safety of people recently released:

o Cancel all probation, parole, and pretrial meetings.

o Provide resources for virtual/telephonic ICE check-ins and/or automatically postpone
ICE check-ins with adequate notice to individuals.

o Ensure funding for emergency release programs, including support for transportation
home, living stipend, and access to healthcare as well as funding for food stamps,
housing vouchers, or hotel rooms for those returning home.

o Ensure funding for community groups that will assist elderly and sick people who are
released and returninghome.

Protect migrant populations and undocumented residents:

o Suspend ALL immigration enforcement activities and operations. DHS must suspend
deportations, immigration arrests, mass raids, detentions, and enforcement in sensitive
locations.

¢ |Immediate humanitarian parole should be granted for all detainees and there should be
a postponement of all immigration court matters.
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o USCIS processes all applications that are pending to ensure the continuation of
immigration status

MA4BL

BLACK PEOPLE ARE

DYING OF COVID-19 AND
POLICE TERROR

It’s time to defund the police, build a national healthcare system,
and invest in Black communities.

THE PEOPLE FIRST

Our communities are extremely vulnerable in times of crisis because of long standing oppression
and inequality. Because of systemic discrimination Black people already face unequal pay in the
workplace and have higher rates of unemployment. We must mold long-term economic solutions
that not only address the immediate crisis but pave the way for a just recovery that doesn't
prioritize corporations and leave our communities behind.

Implement Paid Leave to reduce spread of virus and ensure safety of all:

e Extend a mandated eight week paid sick leave to ALL workers (including full-time and
part-time workers, contractors, and farm workers) in the public and private sector,
without exception.

o Ensure paid family and medical leave for those who are caring for the sick or for children
who are not able to attend school.
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Implement a Universal Basic Income to specifically support and protect workers in the
informaleconomyandthose engagedinreproductive labor, the careeconomy, andotheroften
unrecognized forms of work:
¢ Immediately implement a Universal Basic Income for all people living in the United
States including disabled, undocumented people as well as currently incarcerated
people. The UBI recognizes the care economy, and therefore recognizes reproductive
labor such as family planning, having children and raising children, domestic work, and
care labor aswork.

Ensure access to basic needs including food for all:

o Eliminate work requirements for food stamps, Medicaid and other government
assistance.

o Expand all existing service and support programs for low-income individuals.

o Supports and/or stimuli that shore up the safety net and the economic security of those
most in need—from food stamps to rent/housing assistance to unemployment
insurance to paid leave among others—should be universally accessible, regardless of
immigration status, without triggering any immigration penalties.

Ensure the financial health and stability of all individuals so they can better weather this crisis:

o Cancel student debt through an Executive Order and/or congressional action.

e Make any bailout contingent on the cancelation of all payments and interests due on all
credit card, mortgage, and debt to all financial institutions. This extends to related
subsidiary institutions and lenders like payday loans, mortgage lenders, etc.

¢ Increase minimum wage to all frontline workers (meaning anyone still mandated to work
and people who are in frequent contact with the public) to at least $30 per hour.

Implement an equitable plan to pay for needed response to the current crisis:
o Enactataxonextreme wealth to pay for expansion of social services and federal
investment packages.
¢ No unconditional bailout of corporations or industries. No loopholes to allow for stock
buybacks and CEO bonuses. No aid to any businesses, small or large, that layoff or
furlough workers in this crisis.

Increase resilience and stability of our economy:

o Enacta Green New Deal that advances comprehensive structural reform toward national
climate resiliency and preparedness; ensures public control of key industries, utilities,
and natural resources; and catalyzes people-oriented public spending that transforms
the national economy to one that is just, equitable, and sustainable.
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Pass legislation to guarantee jobs to all displaced workers and employ millions to
transform our economy towards renewable energies that stabilize both our nation and
our climate under the New Green Deal.

Pass $2 trillion federal investment package targeted towards working people, small
business, and state and local services NOT to financial institutions.

No Corporate Bailout. Any financial assistance to industries must be for the purposes of
maintaining payroll and benefits for workers. Additionally, we demand a cancelling of the
burden of interest and payments on everyday people to financial institutions.

HOUSING AND HEALTH FOR ALL

Many Black people are in unstable housing situations because of decades of redlining and
predatory lending from banks. We have higher mortality rates and less access to healthcare
because of systemic discrimination. Many of our communities do not have equal access to food,
technology, or other needed resources at this moment. We must ensure that Black communities
have housing, healthcare, and access to education.

Ensure Access to Housing and Utilities for All:

Moratorium on mortgage payments and taxes.

Freeze on all rent and utilities.

Commit to providing vulnerable houseless residents, survivors of violence, and recently
released individuals with safe and sanitary community-based housing. If emergency
“isolation and quarantine” housing is possible, permanent decent housing for all must be
possible too. Housing provision commission set up to allocate housing to those in need.
Increase funding for domestic and sexual violence shelters and agencies.

Make any bail outs contingent on guarantee that unfilled hotels and private housing
units will be made available to those in need of housing. Ensure that buildings with
vacant units, empty hotel units, and unused Airbnb apartments are released to house
sick and at-risk people that otherwise do not have access to other private housing.
Declare a moratorium on utility shut-offs and institute a grace period on payments.

End Housing Discrimination:

End any housingand services restrictions for people with a history of justice
involvement.

Ensure Access to safe Quarantine facilities:

Ensure equal access to quarantine is provided in the same settings for non-disabled and
disabled people alike.
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Ensure Access to preventive and urgent healthcare for all:

Provide medicare for all single-payer universal healthcare to all people living in the
United States, including people who are not documented as well as incarcerated people
and people under state supervision.

Waive all co-pays for medical expenses for COVID-19 related iliness.

Provide Free COVID-19 testing, treatment, and services for ALL, regardless of
immigration status. Black, brown, undocumented, and low-income communities are
more vulnerable to health and economic crises.

The Public charge rule should be immediately repealed to allow those exposed to
COVID-19 to seek healthcare without fear-.

Ensure continuity of home and community-based services, including allowing people
receiving home and community-based services to hire on the spot without traditional
citizenship verification and background checks, and waive restrictions on hiring partners
and family members.

Forceinsurance companies to provide atleasta 90-day supply of medicines, controlled
medicines, and consumable supplies; and waive all telehealth fees.

Waive fees related to Medicaid-funded transportation programs and provide workers
with access to preventative equipment and disinfecting supplies.

Provide free, safe, and accessible family planning and reproductive healthcare and
abortions. Without regard for state restrictions or limitations.

Provide free, safe, and accessible gender affirming medical care.

Ensure health protections for all workers who are considered essential or frontline
workers (including healthcare workers, care-givers, grocery store and pharmacy workers,
cleanings and janitorial services, lawyers, legal workers, social workers, childcare
providers, delivery workers, etc). Workers should be provided with the necessary safety
equipment and training to ensure their safety. This includes masks, gloves, hand
sanitizer, disinfectants sprays, andcleaners.

Suspend all Continuing Disability Reviews under the Social Security Disability Insurance
and Supplemental Security Income programs.

Ensure that students have their educational, emotional, and nutritional needs meet through
this crisis andbeyond:

Provide grants to local schools, including technical schools and non-traditional schools,
to ensure access to needed technology (including assistive technology) for all students.
Provide full funding for emergency, mental and physical health resources at public
schools. All public schools should have fully resourced wellness centers and emergency
supplies.

Ensure access to healthy meals for all students and their families while schools are
closed.
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FREE THE VOTE

We cannot allow this crisis to be an excuse to disenfranchise more people. Democracy is more
important now than ever. We must ensure that ALL people have access to the ballot and do not
have to risk their health to vote.

Provide nationwide emergency vote by mail and online voting to make sure all people
can vote.

Waive petitioning requirements for political campaigns.

Expand access to non-excuse early voting.

Enact universal automatic registration measures.

Extend voter registration deadlines for all elections, especially those that have been
postponed due to COVID-19.

Ensure all mail-in ballots are hand-marked paper ballots.

Allowing formerly and presently incarcerated people to vote.

HEALTHCARE NOT WARFARE

In times of crisis, whether Katrina or the uprisings in Ferguson, often state and federal
governments misuse resources and militarize response against our communities. Crisis becomes
an excuse for criminalization. In national disasters, protecting the people and the broader public
health and safety is priority. We must ensure that public protection is not abused or militarized.

Immediate Amendment of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency
Assistance Act (Stafford Act) to be mandatory based on independent criteria that
prioritizes the preservation of life and no longer at the President’s discretion.

Engage in a robust process to replace our disaster response and planning laws in order
to ensure our communities are built back more resilient and protected from militarized
policing.

Include animmediate halt to all energy and petrochemical infrastructure building as part
of any declaration of a state of emergency.

Ensure emergency powers of a formal disaster declaration do not result in the
heightened surveillance, policing, criminalization of individuals or communities,
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militarization, and abuse of power in marginalized communities and protected classes
of people.

Redirectfederal policingand military dollars to agencies and groups providing medical,
emotional, and other types of support.

Forbid the police, national guard and others to detain or arrest people for breaking
curfews, stay at home orders, shelter in place orders or other provisions enacted as part
of state of emergency.

Suspend arrest for all poverty-related offenses, including sex work and drug trade as well
as and crimes of petty theft that may occur during this pandemic as supplies are scarce
and people are losing money.

Implement and enforce a zero tolerance policy for police abuse of authority or abusive
policing.

Federal requirement for transparent and robust emergency planning that safeguards
human and civil rights and ensures communities are built back more resilient to future
disasters.

Include theimmediate cessation ofall petrochemical, toxic,and pollutingindustry
construction as part of any declaration of a state of emergency.

Declare access to the internet as an essential public utility in all disaster declarations.
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WE CALL FORDEFUNDING OF POLICE
AND FORTHOSEDOLLARS TOBE

REROUTED TO CREATE A PUBLIC
NATIONAL HEALTHCARESYSTEM.

STATE

RESPECT PROTESTORS

We demand that the rights of protestors be respected and protected and that there be no abuses
of power.
o Violations of property should never be equated with the violation of human life.
o State officials should ensure that there are no abuses of power by law enforcement
officials.
o Lethal force should never be used against protestors.

DIVEST RESOURCES FROM POLICING

Reallocate funds currently being used to fund various law enforcement and incarceration efforts
to initiatives that ensure the survival of Black people. These funds are distributed to states and
cities around the country, and equal billions of dollars, and states make these choices themselves
when determining their annual budgets. State budgets should aim to divest this money and
reallocate it to programs that increase the well-being of Black communities that are currently and
historically over-policed. These funds can be diverted to:

e Public education

o The creation of statewide restorative justice programs

o Employment programs.
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FREE ‘EM ALL

Itis undeniable that incarceration is a public health problem. Over 2 million people are in cages
today in the United States. Most of them do not have access to adequate healthcare and are
incredibly vulnerable to this epidemic. In this moment, we must get our people out of cages and
ensure they have what they need to be healthy and free.

Use clemency power to commute the sentences of anyone who has a heightened
vulnerability to COVID-19, including the elderly, pregnant women, people with serious
illnesses, and people with otherwise compromised immune systems.

Commute the sentences of people aged 50 and older who have served atleast |0 years
in DOCCS custody.

Commute the sentences of people with determinate or indeterminate sentences who
have served at least half of their sentence and/or who have a maximum
expiration/conditional release date within the next two years, regardless of medical
history.

Expedite review of medical parole applications and urge the parole board to grantevery
eligible application.

Commute the sentences of people with medical issues without regard to whether they
meet the criteria for medical parole.

Create and publically share transparent COVID- 19 plans for every facility, including public
updates about infection rates and spread, including disclosing how many COVID-19
tests and respirators have been allocated to correction agencies.

Putan end toforced labor in prisons and institute a living wage for incarcerated workers.
Require that face masks be distributed in correctional facilities initially to people who
exhibit flu-like symptoms and care providers; require corrections to increase inventory of
face masks to distribute eventually to all incarcerated people in its custody.

Commute the sentences of people serving time in county jails for minor offenses to
reduce county jail populations; also commute sentences of people in county jails
convicted of low level felonies who have sentences of between one and five years to
further reduce intake.

Require county jails to check everyone for COVID-19 symptoms.

If visits are temporarily halted, ensure physical visits resume once the health crisis is
contained.

Reduce prison and jail populations by halting all new sentences.

Reduce prison and jail populations by releasing all people held on probation and
probation technical violations.
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Stop issuing failure to appear warrants.

Cancel all probation, parole, and pretrial meetings as well as child welfare mandated
meetings and check ins. Do not cancel supervised visitation and proceedings that could
lead to reuniting children with their families.

Ensure access to phone calls and video “visitation” and expand for all incarcerated
people right now and moving forward. This access should be provided free of charge.
Make available personal hygiene, cleaning, and sanitation supplies free of charge to
anyone that remains incarcerated. Hand sanitizer, bleach, and other essential
preventative products must be permitted and should not be considered “contraband.”
Commit to non-cooperation with ICE.

THE PEOPLE FIRST

Our communities are extremely vulnerable in times of crisis because of long standing oppression
and inequality. Because of systemic discrimination Black people already face unequal pay in the
workplace and have higher rates of unemployment. We must mold long-term economic solutions
that not only address the immediate crisis but pave the way for a just recovery that doesn’t
prioritize corporations and leave our communities behind.

Ensure at least 8 weeks of paid sick leave for all workers, including independent
contractors and regardless of immigration status, to make sure no sick worker is leaving
their home.

Mandate Paid Sick leave policy for all employers.

Ensure paid family and medical leave for those who are caring for those who are sick or
for children who are not able to attend school.

Provide a longer paid leave option for workers with children until public schools re-open.
Extend free childcare options for all.

Provide access to emergency funds (or tax credit) for all homecare and childcare
providers.

Provide access to emergency funds (or tax credit) to informal home care and childcare
providers.

Immediately increase SNAP & WIC benefits by 100%.

Freeze all tickets and fine repayments.

Provide free Identification, drivers license, and vehicle registration to all residents.
Establish a universal basic income to all people living within the United States, including
people who areincarcerated.
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Increase minimum wage to all frontline workers (meaning anyone still mandated to work
and people who are in frequent contact with the public) to at least $30 per hour.

Extend universal basic income to all people living in the United States, including
incarcerated people.

HOUSING AND HEALTH FOR ALL

Many Black people are in unstable housing situations because of decades of redlining and
predatory lending from banks. We have higher mortality rates and less access to healthcare
because of systemic discrimination. Many of our communities do not have equal access to food,
technology, or other needed resources at this moment. We must ensure that Black communities
have housing, healthcare, and access to education.

Housing

¢ Immediately suspend all evictions statewide.

o Moratorium on utility shut-offs and institute a grace period on payments.

e Moratorium on mortgages and tax payments.

o Commit to providing vulnerable houseless residents and recently released individuals
with safe and sanitary community-based housing alternatives to protect against the
spread of COVID-19.

¢ Instituteamoratoriumonanyhousingandservices restrictionsfor people withahistory
of justice involvement.

o Ensure access to unfilled hotels and private housing units through state subsides to
hotels and housing units. We demand that buildings with vacant units, empty hotel units,
and unused Airbnb apartments be released to house sick and at-risk people that
otherwise do not have access to other private housing.

e Declareamoratorium on sweeps and confiscations of houseless people and their
property.

o Provide housing options for survivors of violence.

Healthcare

o Ensure no cuts to Medicaid. States should also eliminate the Medicaid “global cap” and
act immediately to ensure that everyone has health insurance, regardless of their
immigration status.

o Declare a moratorium on all co-pays.

Do not bill for any COVID-related health care costs.
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Institute universal healthcare for all state residents including undocumented peoples.
Ensure continuity of home and community-based services.
Require insurers to cover off-formulary prescriptions.

Ensure that people who require ventilators will not have them taken away at hospitals,
ventilator usage will not be determined on the basis of disability or age, and no
incentives for people that require ventilators to not visit hospitals.

o Ensure health protections for all workers, who are considered essential or frontline
workers (including healthcare workers, care-givers, grocery store and pharmacy workers,
cleanings and janitorial services, lawyers, legal workers, social workers, childcare
providers, delivery workers, etc). Workers should be provided with the necessary safety
equipment and training to ensure their safety. This includes masks, gloves, hand
sanitizer, disinfectants sprays, andcleaners.

o Providefree, safe, and accessible family planning and reproductive healthcare including

access to abortion and increased resouces for birthing people, including:

o Providing funding to community-based organizations that are working to improve
maternal health outcomes, particularly for Black women;

o Growing and diversify the perinatal workforce to ensure that every mom receives
maternity care and support from people she can trust;

o Improving data collection processes and quality measures to better understand
the causes of the maternal health crisis in the United States and inform solutions
to address it;

o Investing in maternal mental health care.

o Establish emergency standards as preventive measures to significantly lower risk
for workers at highest risk, including home aid workers, childcare workers,
cashiers, etc.

EDUCATION

o Provide grants to local schools, including technical schools and non-traditional schools,
to ensure access to needed technology (including assistive technology) for all students.

o Provide full funding for emergency, mental and physical health resources at public
schools. All public schools should have fully resourced wellness centers and emergency
supplies.

o Ensure access to meals for all students and their families while schools are closed.
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FREE THE VOTE

We cannot allow this crisis to be an excuse to disenfranchise more people. Democracy is more
important now than ever. We must ensure that ALL people have access to the ballot and do not
have to risk their health to vote.

Expand vote-by-mail options.

Extend early voting dates and times statewide.

Ensure polling locations are sanitized, healthy, safe, and accessible for all voters.
Communicate all changes to voters.

Waive petitioning requirements for political campaigns.

States should expand early voting options and allow at least two weeks of early
in-person voting to reduce long lines and administrative stress on Election Day. Once
doing so, elections administrators must educate the public about these options and urge
them to come in early; such announcements benefit all.

Early voting sites should follow the same procedures outlined for polling places, which
we detail below.

Mail-in ballot options should be made available to all registered voters (not just those on
absentee voter lists). All voters should have ballots mailed to them and be provided with
a list of options as to how to cast their completed ballots (including pre-paid postage for
mail return).

Given that mail-in voting may be the only option to cast a ballot for people who need
assistance or who are immune-compromised, states must allow voters who cannot vote
in person — particularly people with disabilities, illness, or language assistance needs —
to obtain assistance completing and submitting ballots from individuals they designate.
Options for requesting, receiving, and returning mail-in ballots should be expanded, while
maintaining the security of the voting system. States should offer multiple methods of
requesting mail-in ballots, including online, in person, by phone, and by mail. Secure
options for returning ballots should be expanded and deadlines for mail-in ballots to be
requested and returned should be relaxed.

States must undertake aggressive voter education campaigns as they make necessary
changes to their policies and practices and must additionally counter any disinformation
with facts and accurateinformation.

States must implement automatic voter registration and cease purging of voters.
Extend the right to vote to incarcerated and formerly incarcerated people.

Ensure access to Government: All government entities need to accept remote signatures
and attestations, and remote appearances — for court cases, hearings, social service
agency government contracts, and more.
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HEALTHCARE NOT WARFARE

In times of crisis, whether Katrina or the uprisings in Ferguson, often state and federal
governments misuse resources and militarize response against our communities. Crisis becomes
an excuse for criminalization. In national disasters, protecting the people and the broader public
health and safety is priority. We must ensure that public protection is not abused or militarized.

Ensure emergency powers of a formal disaster declaration do not result in the
heightened surveillance, policing, criminalization of individuals or communities,
militarization and abuse of power in marginalized communities and protected classes of
people.

Suspend arrest for all minor offenses as well as for all poverty-related offenses,
including sex work and drug trade.

Limit the ability of police to arrest or detain people for breaking curfews, stay at home,
shelter in place or or other provisions enacted as part of public health efforts or pursuant
to a state of emergency.

Zero tolerance for police abuse of authority of abusive policing.

Reframe from rhetoric, policies, or practices that criminalize entire communities.
Transparent emergency planning that prioritizes safeguarding human and civil rights.
Include an immediate halt to permits for all energy and petrochemical infrastructure
building as part of any declaration of a state of emergency.
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LOCAL
RESPECT PROTESTORS

We demand that the rights of protestors be respected and protected and that there be no abuses
of power.
e Violations of property should never be equated with the violation of human life.
o City officials should ensure that there are no abuses of power by law enforcement
officials.
o Lethal force should never be used against protestors.

DIVEST RESOURCES AWAY FROM POLICING
Reallocate funds currently being used to fund various law enforcement and incarceration efforts
to initiatives that ensure the survival of Black people. These funds are distributed to states and
cities around the country, and equal billions of dollars, and states make these choices themselves
when determining their annual budgets. City officials should advocate for budgets that divest this
money and reallocate it to programs that increase the well-being of Black communities that are
currently and historically over-policed. These funds can be diverted to:

e Public education

e Supporting local restorative justice programs

o Employment programs

FREE ‘EM ALL

Itis undeniable that incarceration is a public health problem. Over 2 million people are in cages
today in the United States. Most of them do not have access to adequate healthcare and are
incredibly vulnerable to this epidemic. In this moment, we must get our people out of cages and
ensure they have what they need to be healthy and free.

¢ Immediately release individuals over the age of 50 and others with a heightened
vulnerability, including the elderly, pregnant women, people with illnesses, and people
with otherwise compromised immune systems.

o Immediately stop admitting new people to city and county jails on money bonds.

o Ensure access to phone calls and video “visitation” and expand for all incarcerated
people right now and moving forward. This access should be provided free of charge.

o Make available personal hygiene, cleaning, and sanitation supplies free of charge to
anyone that remains incarcerated. Hand sanitizer, bleach, and other essential
preventative products must be permitted and should not be considered “contraband.”

o Release anyone currently incarcerated in jails on a city or county sentence of less than
one year.
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o If visits are temporarily halted, ensure physical visits resume once the health crisis is
contained.

e Courts should immediately stop issuing failure to appear warrants.

o Courtsandcorrectionagenciesshouldcancelall probation,parole,andpretrial
meetings.

o Disclose how many COVID- 19 tests and respirators have been allocated to correction
agencies.

o Require that protective equipment and items be distributed in correctional facilities
initially to people who exhibit flu-like symptoms and care workers; require corrections to
increase inventory of face masks to distribute eventually to all incarcerated people in its
custody.

o Create and publically share transparent COVID-19 plans for every facility including public
updates aboutinfection rates and spreadincluding disclosinghow many COVID-1 9 tests
and respirators have been allocated to correction agencies.

o Non-cooperation with ICE.

THE PEOPLE FIRST

Our communities are extremely vulnerable in times of crisis because of long standing oppression
and inequality. Because of systemic discrimination Black people already face unequal pay in the
workplace and have higher rates of unemployment. We must mold long-term economic solutions
that not only address the immediate crisis but pave the way for a just recovery that doesn’t
prioritize corporations and leave our communities behind.

Provide access to funds to informal home care, eldercare, and childcare providers.
Freeze all tickets and fine repayments.
Free identification, drivers license, and vehicle registration to all residents.

Increase minimum wage to all frontline workers (meaning anyone still mandated to work
and people who are in frequent contact with the public) to at least $30 per hour.

HOUSING AND HEALTH FOR ALL

Many Black people are in unstable housing situations because of decades of redlining and
predatory lending from banks. We have higher mortality rates and less access to healthcare
because of systemic discrimination. Many of our communities do not have equal access to food,
technology, or other needed resources at this moment. We must ensure that Black communities
have housing, healthcare, and access to education.

Housing and Health for All! All barriers to housing, healthcare and education must be removed.
We demand:

¢ Commit to providing vulnerable houseless residents and recently released
individuals with safe and sanitary community-based housing.
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Ensure access to unfilled hotels and private housing units through state subsides
to hotels and housing units. We demand that buildings with vacant units, empty
hotel units, and unused Airbnb apartments be released to house sick and at-risk
people that otherwise do not have access to other private housing.

Declare amoratorium on sweeps and confiscations of houseless people and their
property.

Declare a moratorium on evictions and immediately suspend all evictions
citywide.

Instituteamoratorium onany housingandservicesrestrictions for peoplewitha
history of justiceinvolvement.

Declare a moratorium on utility shut-offs and institute a grace period on
payments.

Declare a moratorium on mortgages and tax payments.

Provide housing options for survivors of violence.

Develop strategies that maintain the independence of all people in group homes,
mental health residential centers, and other institutions.

HEALTHCARE

EDUCATION

Declare a moratorium on all co-pays.

Do not bill for any COVID-19-related health care costs.

Ensure continuity of home and community-based services.

Ensure health protections for all workers, who are considered essential or
frontline workers (including healthcare workers, care-givers, grocery store and
pharmacy workers, cleanings and janitorial services, lawyers, legal workers, social
workers, childcare providers, delivery workers, etc). Workers should be provided
with the necessary safety equipment and training to ensure their safety. This
includes masks, gloves, hand sanitizer, disinfectants sprays, and cleaners.
Establish emergency standards as preventive measures to significantly lower risk
for workers at highest risk, including home aid workers, childcare workers, etc.
Increase culturally specific on-the-ground services for people with mental health
or other needs

Moratorium on all involuntary commitments and the release of patients
involuntarily committed
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® Provide grants to local schools, including technical schools and non-traditional
schools, to ensure access to needed technology (including assistive technology)
for all students.

® Provide full funding for emergency, mental and physical health resources at
public schools. All public schools should have fully resourced wellness centers
and emergency supplies.

® Ensureaccess to healthy meals for all students and their families while schools
are closed.

FREE THE VOTE

We cannot allow this crisis to be an excuse to disenfranchise more people. Democracy is more
important now than ever. We must ensure that ALL people have access to the ballot and do not
have to risk their health to vote. Many cities and counties have the power to regulate many
election details, and if so, they should enact the following:

Expand vote-by-mail options.

Extend early voting dates and times county-wide/city-wide.

Ensure polling locations are sanitized, healthy, safe, and accessible for all voters.
Communicate all changes to voters.

Counties/cities should expand early voting options and allow at least two weeks of early
in-person voting to reduce long lines and administrative stress on Election Day. Once
doing so, elections administrators must educate the public about these options and urge
them to come in early; such announcements benefit all.

Early voting sites should follow the same procedures outlined for polling places, which
we detail below.

Mail-in ballot options should be made available to all registered voters (not just those on
absentee voter lists). All voters should have ballots mailed to them and be provided with
a list of options as to how to cast their completed ballots (including pre-paid postage for
mail return).

Given that mail-in voting may be the only option to cast a ballot for people who need
assistance or who are immune-compromised, cities and counties must allow voters who
cannot vote in person — particularly people with disabilities, illness, or language
assistance needs — to obtain assistance completing and submitting ballots from
individuals they designate.

Options for requesting, receiving, and returning mail-in ballots should be expanded, while
maintaining the security of the voting system. Cities and counties should offer multiple
methods of requesting mail-in ballots, including online, in person, by phone, and by mail.
Secure options for returning ballots should be expanded and deadlines for mail-in ballots
to be requested and returned should be relaxed.
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Cities and counties must undertake aggressive voter education campaigns as they make
necessary changes to their policies and practices and must additionally counter any
disinformation with facts and accurate information.

Ensure access to Government: All government entities need to accept remote signatures
and attestations, and remote appearances — for court cases, hearings, social service
agency government contracts, and more.

HEALTHCARE NOT WARFARE

In times of crisis, whether Katrina or the uprisings in Ferguson, often state and federal
governments misuse resources and militarize response against our communities. Crisis becomes
an excuse for criminalization. In national disasters, protecting the people and the broader public
health and safety is priority. We must ensure that public protection is not abused or militarized.

Suspend arrest for all minor offenses and for all poverty related offenses, including sex
work and drugtrade.

Forbid the detainment or arrest of people for breaking curfews, stay at home orders,
shelter in place orders or other provisions enacted as part of state of emergency.

Zero tolerance for police abuse of authority of abusive policing.

Reframe from rhetoric, policies, or practices that criminalize entire communities.
Transparent emergency planning that prioritizes safeguarding human and civil rights.
Include an immediate halt to permits for all energy and petrochemical infrastructure
building as part of any declaration of a state of emergency.
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